Mechanisms underlying cancer-induced symptoms.
In addition to the physical and emotional suffering induced by the diagnosis of cancer, patients are subjected to additional discomfort and suffering from symptoms induced by both the disease and its treatment. While an increasing amount of clinical and basic science research has focused on these issues, our understanding of the mechanisms underlying cancer-related symptoms remains incomplete. This article summarizes what is known about the mechanisms underlying the common symptoms of pain, cachexia, nausea and vomiting, dyspnea, fatigue and mood disorders, as well as the implications of these findings for therapeutic intervention.